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From the different methods for risk adjustment, scores allow a rough classification of the patients. The Euroscore represents one of the most modern scores. The most recent version of the documentation system of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery may be used without extended extra-work to evaluate the Euroscore despite the presence of various limitations. The investigation of the scores with nearly complete adaptation of the variables of the quality assurance documentation to the original definition showed no substantial differences between the score groups. However, many methodological implications favor the development of self-evaluated models to obtain a most recent weight for each risk factor and to be able to take into account new therapeutical options. These models can be evaluated by the existing database and extended by the most recent data.